First Presbyterian Church
16 East Fifth Street
Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina

Website: www.fpc-rr.org
Church Office: (252) 537-4018 fpcrroffice@embarqmail.com
Rev. Sandoval: (252) 676-9857 fpcrrminister@embarqmail.com
[To text Rev. Sandoval use (336) 420-0388]
Church Office Hours: Wednesday – Thursday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

Service of the Lord’s Day
September 9, 2018

Eleven O’clock

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Gathering Around The Word
CHIMING OF THE LORD’S DAY
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
(A children’s nursery is available upon request. Please see an usher to assist you)
ORGAN PRELUDE
Principals to Mixtures
(Please use the prelude as a time to quietly prepare for worship)
CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP

Selby

O Worship the Lord

**CALL TO WORSHIP
One: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: For the stranger and the guest
All: the Lord prepares a table.
One: Every child of God is welcome
All: to share this feast of grace. Let us worship God.
**OPENING PRAYER
(The pastor will offer a prayer, to which the congregation will respond Amen [Hebrew
for “it is so.”])
**HYMN 610

O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

**CALL TO CONFESSION
**PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, we confess that we have not followed your way. You call us to seek
justice, yet we abuse and ignore the poor. You call us to show mercy, yet we turn
away from those in need. Forgive us, God of grace. Give us the wisdom and
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courage to abandon our places of privilege and to show our faith in action; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
**KYRIE

ELEISON

Hymnal 576

**TIME FOR SILENCE

(We ask for forgiveness for our individual faults)

**ASSURANCE OF PARDON

**THE PEACE
One: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
All: And also with you.
(The congregation is invited to exchange signs of peace and reconciliation.)
**GLORIA PATRI

Hymnal 581

Proclaiming The Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Noreen Knudson, liturgist

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING
Genesis 18:20-33
Then the Lord said, ‘How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how
very grave their sin! I must go down and see whether they have done altogether
according to the outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will know.’ So the men turned
from there, and went towards Sodom, while Abraham remained standing before the
Lord. Then Abraham came near and said, ‘Will you indeed sweep away the righteous
with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you then sweep
away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? Far be it from you
to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the
wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?’ And
the Lord said, ‘If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole
place for their sake.’ Abraham answered, ‘Let me take it upon myself to speak to the
Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will
you destroy the whole city for lack of five?’ And he said, ‘I will not destroy it if I find
forty-five there.’ Again he spoke to him, ‘Suppose forty are found there.’ He answered,
‘For the sake of forty I will not do it.’ Then he said, ‘Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I
speak. Suppose thirty are found there.’ He answered, ‘I will not do it, if I find thirty
there.’ He said, ‘Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are
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found there.’ He answered, ‘For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.’ Then he said,
‘Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.’
He answered, ‘For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.’ And the Lord went his way,
when he had finished speaking to Abraham; and Abraham returned to his place.
ANTHEM

Taste and See

James Moore, Jr.

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING
Mark 7:24-37
From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did
not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman
whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came
and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin.
She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, ‘Let the children
be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ But she
answered him, ‘Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.’ Then he
said to her, ‘For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.’ So she
went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. Then he returned
from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the
region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his
speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away
from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue.
Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, ‘Ephphatha’, that is, ‘Be opened.’
And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly.
Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more
zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure, saying, ‘He has
done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.’
One:
All:

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

TIME WITH YOUNG CHRISTIANS
SERMON

Responding To The Word
**HYMN 203
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Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love

**AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate
of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory
Principals Alone
**THE DOXOLOGY

Stanley
Hymnal 606

**PRAYER OF DEDICATION
One: Lord see the offerings we place before you and hear the pledges of service we
make in our prayers.
All: All in the heavens and on the earth is yours, and of your own we give you.
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
GREAT THANKSGIVING
One: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
One: It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, O Lord our
God, creator and ruler of the universe…. Therefore we praise you, joining our
voices with choirs of angels, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all
the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name:
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of
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One:

All:
One:

the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
In Jesus, born of Mary, your Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of
grace and truth….With thanksgiving, we offer our very selves to you to be a
living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to your service. Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of
bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be the
communion of the body and blood of Christ….Generous God, as you provide for
us each day, nourish and strengthen us in faith and faithfulness, so that we may
share your grace in a hungry world; through Jesus Christ, the bread of life, who
taught us to pray. Our Father…

LORD’S PRAYER
BREAKING OF THE BREAD
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
Communion is available to all who are baptized in a Christian church, regardless of
denomination. Please partake of the bread and juice as the trays are presented to
you. Then present the tray to the next person in your row. Ushers will assist in passing
the trays to the following rows.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Bearing And Following The Word Into The World
**HYMN 769

For Everyone Born

**CHARGE
**BLESSING
One: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: Alleluia! Amen.
**CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
HYMN 826
Lift High the Cross
CHIMING OF THE TRINITY
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(verse 4 only)

POSTLUDE

WELCOME !

If this is your first time at First Presbyterian Church, we thank you for choosing to spend
some time with us in worship.
If you have questions about us, or what we believe, you can talk to Rev. Sandoval after
the service.
If you are just curious about us, we encourage you to take a welcome brochure with
you. You can also check us out on the web at: www.fpc-rr.org.

If you feel that you have found a church home here and would like to join, that is
wonderful! You can transfer your membership from another church or simply profess
your faith in Jesus Christ. Talk to Reverend Sandoval after the service to make
arrangements for joining.
In any event, be sure to fill out the friendship pad and include your email address. We’d
love the opportunity to keep you informed about the wonderful things we are doing here
at FPC.
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THE SESSION OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Class of 2018
Class of 2019
Class of 2020
Faye Brown
Jeff Dillard
Jimmy Bryant
Nancy Sandoval
Denise Hackenburg
Nancy Crowe
John Shives
Mary Shelby
Wally Spragins
WORLD MISSIONS
Our church supports the missionary work of Larry and Inge Sthreshley in the Congo,
and the Rev. Donald Marsden, Frontier Fellowship.
OTHER SUNDAY OFFERINGS
Sunday School meets at 9:45 am for adults.
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
The morning CIRCLE meets on the first Tuesday of the month at 9:45 am, and an evening
CIRCLE meets on the first Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm. Locations are announced in the
bulletin or you may call the church office for further information. Tammy Spragins and Judith
Clary are the Moderators of the Presbyterian Women.
PRESCHOOL
Our Preschool Program for two-year-olds meet Wednesday mornings from 9:00-11:00 am.
Three-year-olds meet Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8:30-11:00 am or 12:00-2:30 pm.
Twos and Threes are taught by Leesa Daughtry and Shannon Knight.
Four year old classes meet on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays and are taught by Susan
Gaylor and Becky Faison. Classes are 8:30-11:30 am and 12:30-3:30 pm.
Contact the church office for further information.
PRESBYTERIAN MEN
Jim Allen and Jimmy Bryant are the Co-President’s of the Presbyterian Men.
Sunday morning breakfast meetings are held periodically.

YOUTH ACTIVITIES
Pioneers – 3rd grade up to Middleschoolers
Senior Youth – Middleschoolers & Highschoolers
Contact the church office for more information.
CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Joe Sandoval, Pastor
Tammy Spragins, Administrative Assistant
Denise Hackenburg, Choir Director
Charles Harris, Organist
Nancy Sandoval, Choral Accompanist
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