FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
16 EAST FIFTH STREET
ROANOKE RAPIDS, NORTH CAROLINA
Website: www.fpc-rr.org
Church Office: (252) 537-4018 fpcrroffice@embarqmail.com
Rev. Sandoval: (252) 676-9857 fpcrrminister@embarqmail.com
[To text Rev. Sandoval use (336) 420-0388]
Church Office Hours: Wednesday – Thursday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

SERVICE OF THE LORD’S DAY
APRIL 29, 2018

ELEVEN O’CLOCK
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
CHIMING OF THE LORD’S DAY
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
(A children’s nursery is available upon request. Please see an usher to assist you)
ORGAN PRELUDE
(Please use the prelude as a time to quietly prepare for worship)
CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP

Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing!
(#239 Hymnal)

**CALL TO WORSHIP
One: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: The Lord is risen! Alleluia!
All: Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed!
One: Beloved, let us love one another.
All: We love because God first loved us. Let us worship God.
**OPENING PRAYER
One: Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life.
Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments,
and to share his risen life; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
All: Amen.
**HYMN 305
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Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!

**CALL TO CONFESSION
**PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of all hope and joy, we confess that we continue to live in fear. You make us
branches of your vine, but we fail to abide in you. You extend your promise to all,
yet we seek to cut off and exclude. Forgive us, God of grace. Sanctify us in your
perfect love, the love that casts out all fear, so that we may truly love one another;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
**KYRIE

ELEISON

Hymnal 576

**TIME FOR SILENCE

(We ask for forgiveness for our individual faults)

**ASSURANCE OF PARDON
**THE PEACE
One: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
All: And also with you.
(The congregation is invited to exchange signs of peace and reconciliation.)
**GLORIA PATRI

Hymnal 581

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING
From you comes my praise in the great congregation;
my vows I will pay before those who fear him.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied;
those who seek him shall praise the Lord.
May your hearts live for ever!
All the ends of the earth shall remember
and turn to the Lord;
and all the families of the nations
shall worship before him.

Psalm 22:25-31
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For dominion belongs to the Lord,
and he rules over the nations.
To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down;
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust,
and I shall live for him.
Posterity will serve him;
future generations will be told about the Lord,
and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying that he has done it.
ANTHEM

Things That Never Die

Charles Dickens/Gilpin

SECOND SCRIPTURE
1 John 4:7-21
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born
of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.
God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so
that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved
us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us
so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one
another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.
And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the
world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in
God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love
has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment,
because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts
out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate
their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom
they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have
from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
One:
All:

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

SERMON
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RESPONDING TO THE WORD
**HYMN 366

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

**AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy
catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection
of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
One: In the blessed hope of the resurrection, we pray to the Lord of endless life,
saying: By your grace, O God,
All: raise us from death to life.
One: Life-giving God, we pray for the church . . . Help us to abide in Christ, like
branches of a vine. Fill us with your power and prune away our sin, so that we
may bear good fruit, giving glory to you. By your grace, O God,
All: raise us from death to life.
One: Life-giving God, we pray for the world . . . Let all the ends of the earth
remember your love, lifting up the lowly, feeding those who hunger, until all
peoples know your saving strength. By your grace, O God,
All: raise us from death to life.
One: Life-giving God, we pray for this community . . . Open our doors to seekers and
strangers; let all who have been cut off and cast aside be welcomed into the
covenant of your care. By your grace, O God,
All: raise us from death to life.
One: Life-giving God, we pray for loved ones . . . Reveal your love in the lives of
those who suffer. Confirm their faith and cast out their fear. Abide in them, that
they may abide in you. By your grace, O God,
All: raise us from death to life.
One: Eternal God, show forth in us and in our world the good news of your saving
power and love, so that all may believe and have life in you; through Jesus
Christ, who taught us to pray: Our Father…
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LORD’S PRAYER
CHORAL PRAYER

Hymnal p. 35
Amen

(#564 Hymnal)

BEARING AND FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD
**HYMN 769
**CHARGE
**BLESSING FOR THE MEAL
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For Everyone Born

WELCOME !

If this is your first time at First Presbyterian Church, we thank you for choosing to spend
some time with us in worship.
If you have questions about us, or what we believe, you can talk to Rev. Sandoval after
the service.
If you are just curious about us, we encourage you to take a welcome brochure with
you. You can also check us out on the web at: www.fpc-rr.org.
If you feel that you have found a church home here and would like to join, that is
wonderful! You can transfer your membership from another church or simply profess
your faith in Jesus Christ. Talk to Reverend Sandoval after the service to make
arrangements for joining.
In any event, be sure to fill out the friendship pad and include your email address. We’d
love the opportunity to keep you informed about the wonderful things we are doing
here at FPC.
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THE SESSION OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Class of 2018
Class of 2019
Class of 2020
Faye Brown
Jeff Dillard
Jimmy Bryant
Nancy Sandoval
Denise Hackenburg
Nancy Crowe
John Shives
Mary Shelby
Wally Spragins
WORLD MISSIONS
Our church supports the missionary work of Larry and Inge Sthreshley in the Congo,
and the Rev. Donald Marsden, Frontier Fellowship.
OTHER SUNDAY OFFERINGS
Sunday School meets at 9:45 am for adults.
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
The morning CIRCLE meets on the first Tuesday of the month at 9:45 am, and an evening
CIRCLE meets on the first Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm. Locations are announced in the
bulletin or you may call the church office for further information. Pet Spears and Nancy Crowe
are the Moderators of the Presbyterian Women.
PRESCHOOL
Our Preschool Program for two-year-olds meet Wednesday mornings from 9:00-11:00 am.
Three-year-olds meet Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8:30-11:00 am or 12:00-2:30 pm.
Twos and Threes are taught by Leesa Daughtry and Shannon Knight.
Four year old classes will be held in the morning on Monday, Wednesday and Friday and taught
by Susan Gaylor and Becky Faison. Class is 8:30-11:30 am.
Contact the church office for further information.
PRESBYTERIAN MEN
Jim Allen and Jimmy Bryant are the Co-President’s of the Presbyterian Men.
Sunday morning breakfast meetings are held periodically.
YOUTH ACTIVITIES
Pioneers – 3rd grade up to Middleschoolers
Senior Youth – Middleschoolers & Highschoolers
Contact the church office for more information.
CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Joe Sandoval, Pastor
Tammy Spragins, Administrative Assistant
Denise Hackenburg, Choir Director
Charles Harris, Organist
Nancy Sandoval, Choral Accompanist
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